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Effect of Dried Water Hyacinth as Bedding Material on Performance of Broiler
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Abstract

The use of dried water hyacinth as bedding material in broiler rearing was conducted to
determine the performance of broiler chickens. A total of 120 C.P. 707 day-old chicks were
randomly distributed into 3 treatments with 4 replications at 10 birds each following a
completely randomized design. The treatments were distributed as follows: Treatment 1 the
broilers were grown on rice hull; Treatment 2 were grown on combination of rice hull and dried
water hyacinth in the ratio of 1:1 by weight; and Treatment 3 were grown on dried water hyacinth.
Complete feed and water were given ad libitum. Results showed that at the end of experiment, 6
weeks of age, broiler chickens grown on rice hull, combination of rice hull and dried water hyacinth
in the ratio of 1:1 and dried water hyacinth were not significant differences (P>0.05) in weight gain,
feed consumption, feed conversion ratio and income over feed cost. Use of dried water hyacinth
and combination of rice hull and dried water hyacinth in the ratio of 1:1 as bedding material
were significantly improved (P<0.01) foot pad score than those grown on rice hull; however, the
breast blister was unaffected (P>0.05).
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